
NEWS LITERACY PROJECT      |       39

This resource was created to help teachers use current events in the classroom in a way that also develops students’ news literacy 
skills. We hope that teachers use it in whatever way is most useful for their students: as a reinvention of traditional “current events” 
assignments, as a standing weekly or monthly small group activity, as a research aid for students or as a guide for students in developing 
their own news literacy resources. 

Exposing students to current events and engaging them in the issues of their day is an effective driver of civic engagement and an 
important part of becoming responsible, empowered and responsive citizens. In fact, student performance on the NAEP Civics Assessment 
was positively correlated with frequency of exposure to current events in 2010 (Healy, 124).

NEWS-LITERATE  
CURRENT EVENTS

Here is what you need to know to use this process-driven resource in your classroom:

		  1.	 Tell your students that this graphic organizer is a template for assessing the credibility of news and other information.

		  2.	 It will lead students through a comprehensive analysis and reflection process that will help them determine the credibility of an 
			   example that they select.

		  3.	 Note that this process is intended to help students assess “straight news” — information that they believe to be created to inform  
			   them, rather than explicitly to persuade, sell to or entertain them. 

		  4.	 Students should use the news judgment box to rank the newsworthiness of their example based on four main criteria: its 
			   timeliness, its importance, its uniqueness, and its interest to the intended audience (e.g., for a local newscast or newspaper, the  
			   audience would be the general public in that city or region; for a more specialized publication, the audience would be more specific).

		  5.	 The chart then has students check to see if they can find examples of reports in other outlets that seem credible and include the  
			   same or similar facts and details. If they can find such examples, they are asked to document them; if they cannot, they are  
			   prompted to reflect on why this might be. (They should keep in mind that a lack of other outlets carrying the same information is  
			   often, but not always, a sign of questionable credibility. For example, if the example is a breaking news story that is still 
			   developing, there will be less standardization or consensus on verified facts, as breaking news is highly provisional and evolves  
			   over time. If their example is an exclusive story that only one news organization has, other outlets won’t have access to the same  
			   information;those that report the story may simply rewrite what is in the original story and, hopefully, cite the original outlet.)   

		  6.	 Next, students are asked to assess and reflect on the tone of their example, keeping a keen eye out for loaded language and other  
			   signs that their example may be biased or overtly unfair.

		  7.	 Students are then directed to focus on the sourcing in their example. Positive attributes for sourcing would include the use of  
			   multiple sources who are in a position to know what they are talking about, the use of documentation, and the opportunities given  
			   to people involved in the story to have their say. The use of anonymous sources should be given special scrutiny. For more 
			   background on how to evaluate the quality of sourcing in a news report, you can use this lesson from NLP’s Learn Channel.

		  8.	 In a final step, students are asked to assess whether their example seems complete, or whether it is missing important and 
			   relevant facts, details and/or perspectives.

		  9.	 The final reflection asks students to synthesize all of their assessments and reflections to form an overall determination of the  
			   credibility of their example. 

		  10.	 While this resource is intended primarily for use with print, it may also be adapted to evaluate broadcast reports.
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